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The Traverse City Arts Commission has voted to partner with Loud and Proud, an anti-racist non-profit 
production company located in Traverse City.  Each year, the Arts Commission will team with Loud and 
Proud to complete and install a new work of interactive community public art to be placed in downtown 
Traverse City during Up North Pride Week (UNP), an annual week of celebration held by Loud and 
Proud, which will be June 20-24 this year.

At this years event a Wishing Tree will be the centerpiece of a community art project lead by Melissa 
Johnson and Blackbird Arts.  The public will have the opportunity at multiple events during UNP Week to 
“make a wish” on a leaf constructed from clay that will be kiln fired and then attached to a tree.  The “live” 
tree will be planted in the existing planter at the northeast corner of Garland and Hall Street.  

The Arts Commission has budgeted $2,000 for the project and received a generous matching donation 
from Rick Brown and the Brown-Hoover Fund.   

Stay up to date by following the Arts Commission on social media:
Facebook  @tcpublicart
Twitter  @tcpublicart
Instagram  @tcpublicart

It is the stated intent of the Traverse City Arts Commission to encourage the continued development of 
public art in order to stimulate the vitality and economy of the City, and to work towards making Traverse 
City an arts leader in the State of Michigan. Thus, it is the goal of the Traverse City Arts Commission to 
spend designated funds on quality works of art and art projects that advance public understanding of 
public art, support arts and culture, and enhance the aesthetic quality of public places. 

The commission will encourage connections with local, regional, and national organizations that work for 
the benefit of art. The commission will assist community organizations that provide leadership on arts-
related matters in making public art a major component of the City’s life.
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