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Working together with the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians (GTB), the Traverse 
City Arts Commission has approved a project proposal to move forward with commissioning public art 
in the Clinch Park Tunnel that will be retrospective and culturally reflective of the Woodland Indians of 
the Great Lakes and specifically the Grand Traverse Band.  The project concept is supported by the 
GTB Tribal Council and they are encouraged by the opportunity to collaborate with the Arts Commission.  
The Traverse City Parks Commission has also provided support for the project.  The Arts Commission 
will be asking the Downtown Development Authority for a motion of support on November 16th and on 
November 19th the project will be presented to the Traverse City Commission for approval of the location 
and expenditure from the Public Arts Trust Fund.  The art project will be paid for from a combination of 
funding including the Public Arts Trust Fund, grants, and donations.  

Nathan Elkins, the Director of the Arts Commission, “is enthusiastic about the cultivation of a 
relationship between the Traverse City Arts Commission and the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
& Chippewa Indians and in doing so celebrate the history, culture, and connection the Woodland 
Indians of the Great Lakes have with the Traverse City Region through art.”   

The proposed art will be in the form of a mural and be located in the existing pedestrian tunnel located 
under Grandview Parkway at the intersection of Cass Street.  The tunnel provides a safe pedestrian 
connection between downtown Traverse City and the waterfront.  The mural will be a digitally printed 
replication of the original art and installed on a panelized system that is attached to the walls; the mural 
will be over 600 square feet and be on both the east and west walls.  The mural will be completed by a 
commissioned artist through an open call for entry.  The project will be a rotating exhibition with the possi-
bility that after each exhibition the artwork goes into a collection until at a later date multiple pieces could 
be displayed as its own exhibition or loaned to other art organizations and communities to display.  The 
project not only includes a mural, but also proposed lighting enhancements and the opportunity for audio 
and choreographed sound art.   

The Traverse City Arts Commission develops and oversees the public art collection - it supports, 
promotes, and connects the community to public art by fostering creativity, developing innovative 
programming, and supporting community events.  Our collection is located both on public and private 
property and includes permanent works of art, temporary exhibits, rotating exhibitions, pop-up exhibits, 
and annual events.

The Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians are a federally recognized Native American 
Tribe located in northwest lower Michigan.

Stay up to date by following the Arts Commission on social media:
Facebook  @tcpublicart
Twitter  @tcpublicart
Instagram  @tcpublicart
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