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February 1, 2018

Bidder:

The City of Traverse City will receive artist qualifications directed to the Traverse City Arts Commission, 
Governmental Center, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan, 49684, until FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 
22, 2019, AT 5:00 PM for the following:

CLINCH PARK TUNNEL ART EXHIBITION REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

If the specifications are obtained from the Arts Commission’s website link at:
www.tcpublicart.org, it is the sole responsibility of the Bidder to check the website for updates and 
addenda prior to the qualifications being submitted. 

The City of Traverse City reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, waive irregularities, and to 
accept the bids either on an entire or individual basis that is in the best interest of the City.

The City accepts no responsibility for any expense incurred by the Bidder in the preparation and 
presentation of a bid. Such expenses shall be borne exclusively by the Bidder. Only the successful Bidder 
will be notified.

You must submit a completed online application through CaFE prior to the above-indicated time and date or 
the bid will not be accepted. Hard copy bids will be accepted, however online bids are recommended 
and preferred.  Please ensure that all requirements listed in the specifications are met.

If you have any questions, please contact Nathan Elkins, Director, Traverse City Arts Commission, at 
nate@tcpublicart.org or (231) 944-4114 before the bid is submitted.

PLEASE SUBMIT ONLINE BIDS TO: 

CaFE
1888 Sherman St., Ste 375
Denver, CO 80203

Website  https://www.callforentry.org/
Direct Link  https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=6325

Technical Assistance For Submitting Online
cafe@westaf.org
303.629.1166

PLEASE SUBMIT HARD COPY BIDS TO: 

CITY OF TRAVERSE CITY
Kim Sheridan, Purchasing Agent 
400 Boardman Avenue, 2nd floor
Traverse City, MI 49684
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Project Intent

The Traverse City Arts Commission is seeking to commission a new work of art to be placed in downtown 
Traverse City.  The mural art will be completed by a commissioned artist.  The proposed art will be located 
in the existing pedestrian tunnel located under Grandview Parkway at the intersection of Cass Street.  The 
tunnel provides a safe pedestrian connection between downtown Traverse City and the waterfront and 
provides access to over 300,000 people annually.  The project will be a rotating exhibition with the possibility 
that the artwork will be compiled into a collection.   At a later date, the pieces in the collection could be 
displayed as its own exhibition or loaned to other art organizations, tribes, and communities to display.

The artwork will need to be transferable into a mural format and will be a digitally printed replication from 
original art.  The original art will be prepared by a professional artist who will coordinate and oversee the 
printing.  The original art will remain in the possession of the Arts Commission who may choose to display 
the art at another location or request the artist store the art.  A digital copy will be provided to the Arts 
Commission.

The Clinch Park Tunnel Art Exhibition is a collaborative project together with the Grand Traverse Band 
of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians (Grand Traverse Band).  The exhibition is currently being called the 
Mazinaadin Exhibition or “Make An Image”; however, the name has not been finalized.  Grand Traverse 
Band Elders, Anishinaabemowin, and Eyaawing Museum and Cultural Center will be providing technical and 
cultural support for programming of the exhibition.  The Band will also be supporting the Arts Commission’s 
Art Selection Panel in reviewing artist qualifications, artist recommendation, and selection of art to the Arts 
Commission.

Project Vision

To commission a mural that will be unveiled in a public ceremony in Summer 2019. The mural will provide a 
connection to the people of the region through an indigenous theme and perspective, be a destination and a 
landmark in Traverse City, exhibit for a minimum of 3 years and maximum of 5, and ultimately become part 
of the exhibition’s permanent collection. 

The art will be reflective of the history and culture of the people of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians (Grand Traverse Band) and the Woodland Indians of the Great Lakes.
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Project Background & History

Prior to completion of the 2013 Clinch Park Improvements, Anishinaabek art and language was represented 
on the walls of the Clinch Park Tunnel. The stencil paintings were the work of artist Lois Beardslee and 
depicted regional animals.  The paintings were in place since at least 1995. Those paintings created a 
humble reminder for people of all ages and backgrounds of the connection to the people and place of this 
region. Unfortunately, time and the less than friendly environment in the tunnel had degraded the paintings 
over the 20 plus years that they were displayed.  The paintings were faded, wall staining had spread, and a 
few had graffiti over parts of them.

The stencils were white washed over with the updates to Clinch Park and the Tunnel in 2013 and 2014. A 
group of citizens, including members of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians (Grand 
Traverse Band), members of the Traverse City Parks and Recreation Commission, met in that first year to 
begin exploring possibilities to return and maintain an indigenous presence through public art at Clinch Park. 
The mouth of the Boardman River is a traditional meeting place for native peoples and it is in this spirit that 
the purpose of this project aims to honor a historical connection to place and people with public art at Clinch 
Park with an indigenous theme and perspective.

With the creation of the Traverse City Arts Commission in 2015, public art projects finally had a committed 
and funded public body to steer them through to completion. The Arts Commission was successful in 
implementing the Brian Crough Memorial, “Enspire”, in Lay Park, the Perry Hannah statue in Hannah Park, 
and most recently the Coast Guard sculpture, “Guardian”, in Mini Park.  All of these projects were in the 
planning stages prior to the creation of the Arts Commission, similar to the Indigenous Art at Clinch Park 
project. In late 2017, members of the Arts Commission met to revive this project and most recently with the 
support of a newly appointed director, met several times from September to December 2018, with members 
of the Grand Traverse Band.

Through a collaborative effort the Arts Commission and City of Traverse City developed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Grand Traverse Band that provides a foundation for the planned art exhibition.

Project Details

The project will include (2) two murals for a total of 589 square feet; one (9) panel mural on the east tunnel 
wall and the second (10) panel mural on the west wall; each panel measuring 47” x 95”.  The mural art will 
be printed on vinyl and adhered to 6MM Alupanel.  The panels will be mounted to the concrete wall using 
stainless steel standoffs.  CNC cutting of the panels will ensure consistency and accuracy in the layout of the 
panels and the panel attachment.  The Arts Commission will cover the costs of the panel system including 
design, permitting, mounting, printing of the vinyl, and installation.

The project not only includes a mural, but also proposed lighting enhancements and the opportunity for 
audio and choreographed sound art.  The lighting and audio would be completed by the Arts Commission 
working closely with the Art Selection Panel, Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, and 
selected artist.

Additional Information

The project will require a permit from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to allow the panels 
to be attached to the walls.  A requirement of the permit application includes a condition assessment to be 
completed by a registered and licensed engineer - a sounding investigation was completed by Otwell Mawby 
in June of 2018 and a permit application is currently under review by MDOT. 
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Location

The proposed location for the Clinch Park Tunnel Mural.  The existing pedestrian tunnel is located under 
Grandview Parkway at the intersection of Cass Street.

Proposed Location

West Arm Grand Traverse Bay 
(Lake Michigan)
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Contract Requirements

The finalist shall enter into a contract with the City of Traverse City upon acceptance of proposal. Michigan 
law shall apply to the contract and agreement between artist and the City of Traverse City.

Title to and ownership of the artwork passes to the City of Traverse City upon written acceptance of and 
payment for the work.

Copyright belongs to and remains with the artist. The artist retains all rights under the Copyright Act of 
1976 (17 USC Section 101) as the sole author of the work for the duration of the copyright. The duration of 
copyright in the United States is currently the life of the author plus seventy (70) years.

The City of Traverse City retains the right to reproduce the artwork in any and all forms, and will include 
credit to the artist and notice of copyright on all reproductions.

The Arts Commission recognizes some changes may occur during the process of creating the finished 
artwork that will ultimately be transferred into a mural format and will be a digitally printed replication.  If, in 
the reasonable judgment and opinion of the Commission, the final artwork is materially different than the 
concept presented and accepted during the selection process, the Commission reserves the right to request 
revisions to, or recreation of the art. It is the responsibility of the artist to discuss with the Traverse City Arts 
Commission any changes during the creative process that could be considered materially different.

The artwork will exhibit for a minimum of 3 years and maximum of 5, and ultimately become part of the 
exhibition’s permanent collection.  At that time, the Arts Commission reserves the right to display as its own 
exhibition or loaned to other art organizations, tribes, and communities to display.

The City of Traverse City and the Arts Commission reserve the right to relocate the artwork to a comparable 
downtown site at the direction of the City Commission, should future City projects necessitate a change.

The City of Traverse City requires that the selected artist carry Liability Insurance in the amount of 
$2,000,000 (two million dollars) per incident during the production of the artwork, with an endorsement 
naming the City of Traverse City as additional insured.

The artist and the City of Traverse City shall and hereby agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless each 
other against any liability that arises out of the other Party’s negligent or willful behavior.

Artists will be disqualified if they owe taxes to the City of Traverse City.

Eligibility

The project is open to all qualified artists age 18 and over.  Teams of artists are welcome to apply.
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Selection Process

The project will follow the process and guide described in the Public Art Program Master Plan for Traverse 
City, available at traversecitymi.gov/artscommission.asp and as outlined in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians (Grand 
Traverse Band) and City of Traverse City.  The artist and final art will be selected by the Art Selection 
Panel and members of the Grand Traverse Band and a recommendation will be made to the Arts 
Commission for final consideration.  

The Arts Commission reserves the right to reopen our search if the right finalist/project is not 
found.

The call for entry process will include the following:

• The Art Selection Panel and members of the Grand Traverse Band reviews artists submittals and 
qualifications and develops a short-list with a maximum of (3) artists.

• The selected artist(s) are invited to develop and submit a concept for the mural and will be 
compensated to develop a drawing or maquette.

• The Art Selection Panel and Grand Traverse Band selects the final artist and makes a 
recommendation to the Arts Commission.

• The Director reviews the recommendation, completes an artist phone interview, background check, 
and speaks with the references provided by the artist.

Budget

The project includes a comprehensive budget that has been developed by the Arts Commission which 
includes funding for site preparation, new lighting and sound, panels and appurtenances, printing of vinyl 
graphics, installation and the artist fee.  The artist fee is $9000.00 (Nine Thousand Dollars) in addition 
to a $500.00 reimbursable expense budget for travel expenses only. The artist fee includes all 
expenses for project completion including artist fees, materials, fabrication costs to develop the 
original art, documentation, transportation and shipping, and travel expenses over $500.00.  
The Arts Commission will pay for all site preparation, permits, new lighting and audio system, panels and 
appurtenances, printing of vinyl graphics, installation of the stainless steel stand-offs and panels, high 
resolution scanning (if required), lighting and audio design, and any public events related to the project.

Timeline

All dates but the Artists Qualifications Deadline are subject to change:
January 2019
January 16, 2019
February 1, 2019
February 22, 2019
February 27, 2019

March 8, 2019
March 13, 2019
March 20, 2019
April-June 2019
June 5, 2019

June 19, 2019 
June 2019
July 2019

Develop call for entry.
Call for entry approved by Arts Commission.
Call opens.
Call closes and artists qualifications due.
Art Selection Panel and Grand Traverse Band representatives review artists 
qualifications and select up to (3) finalists.
Finalist submit concept art and maquette.
Art Selection Panel and Grand Traverse Band representatives selects artist.
Artist and artwork considered by Arts Commission.
Art fabrication.
Art Selection Panel reviews final art and makes recommendation to the Arts 
Commission.
Final artwork considered by Arts Commission.
Preparation and installation of panel system.
Exhibit opening.
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Maintenance 
The Arts Commission will work with the selected artist to identify specific maintenance requirements 
for the mural.  The commission will work with the fabricator of the panel system to identify maintenance 
needs and replacement costs.  The maintenance plan will need to consider seasonal cleaning of the 
mural, panels, tunnel walls and ceiling and longer-term requirements including repairing chipping and 
cracking concrete and peeling paint.  An annual operations plan will also be included for choreographing 
any lighting effects and audio design.  All maintenance will be paid for with funds from the Public Arts 
Trust Fund.  

How to Apply

Artists who wish to be considered for this project must prepare and submit the following materials online  
or in hard copy form.  Information on where to apply and submit can be found on the first page of this 
RFQ packet. 

Required materials include:

1. Letter of interest – one page only explaining interest in the project

2. Current resume – detailing past or current commissions and public installations of work
(if a team application, include resumes of all members), and including artist name, gallery
representation (if any), address, phone, and email.

3. Images – examples of representative work history in the past five years, not exceeding 16 high 
resolution images, 3 videos, and 1 audio, with emphasis on recent work.

4. Image annotation – artwork title, date, medium, size, location as appropriate, and the
commission budget for the work, if applicable.

5. References – list of three professional references with knowledge of the artist’s work and
working methods. This list must include complete addresses and phone numbers for the
reference.

6. Optional – artists may submit up to three items of support materials (i.e. reviews, articles
about their work etc.)

Contact Person

TRAVERSE CITY ARTS COMMISSION 
Nathan Elkins, Director
nate@tcpublicart.org
231-944-4114
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Artist - Please complete and return

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS SUMMARY

TITLE:    CLINCH PARK TUNNEL ART EXHIBITION RFQ
DUE DATE (Hard Copy):     FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2019, AT 5:00 PM
DUE DATE (Online):    FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2019, AT 11:59 PM, Mountain    
    Time Zone (Denver, CO, USA)

Having carefully examined the attached specifications and any other applicable information, the 
undersigned proposes to furnish all items necessary for and reasonably incidental to the proper 
completion of this bid. Bidder submits this bid and agrees to meet or exceed all requirements and 
specifications unless otherwise indicated in writing and attached hereto.

Bidder certifies that as of the date of this bid the Company or he/she is not in arrears to the City of 
Traverse City for debt or contract and is in no way a defaulter as provided in Section 152, Chapter XVI of 
the Charter of the City of Traverse City.

Bidder understands and agrees, if selected as the successful Bidder, to accept a Purchase Order / 
Service Order / Contract and to provide proof of the required insurance.

Bidder submits this bid and agrees to meet or exceed all the City of Traverse city’s requirements and 
specifications unless otherwise indicated in writing and attached hereto. Bidder shall comply with all 
applicable federal, state, local and building codes, laws, rules and regulations and obtain any required 
permits for this work.

The Bidder certifies that it is in compliance with the City’s Nondiscrimination Policy as set forth in 
Administrative Order No. 47 and Chapter 605 of the City’s Codified Ordinances.

The Bidder certifies that none of the following circumstances have occurred with respect to the Bidder, an 
officer of the Bidder, or an owner of a 25% or more share in the Bidder’s business, within 3 years prior to 
the bid:

 (a) Conviction of a criminal offense incident to the application for or performance of a contract;

 (b) Conviction of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records,   
 receiving stolen property, or any other offense which currently, seriously and directly reflects on   
 the Bidder’s business integrity;

 (c) Conviction under state or federal antitrust statutes;

 (d) Attempting to influence a public employee to breach ethical conduct standards; or
 
 (e) conviction of a criminal offense or other violation of other state, local, or federal
 law, as determined by a court of competent jurisdiction or an administrative proceeding, which in   
 the opinion of the City indicates that the bidder is unable to perform responsibility or which reflects  
 a lack of integrity that could negatively impact or reflect upon the City of Traverse City, including   
 but not limited to, any of the following offenses or violations of:

  i. The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act.
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  ii. A persistent and knowing violation of the Michigan Consumer Protection
  Act.

  iii. Willful or persistent violations of the Michigan Occupational Health and Safety Act.

  iv. A violation of federal, local, or state civil rights, equal rights, or non-discrimination   
  laws, rules, or regulations.

  v. Repeated or flagrant violations of laws related to the payment of wages and fringe   
  benefits.

 (f) the loss of a license or the right to do business or practice a profession, the loss or suspension  
 of which indicates dishonesty, a lack of integrity, or a failure or refusal to perform in accordance        
             with the ethical standards of the business or profession in question.

  Bidder understands that the City reserves the right to accept any or all bids in whole or part and   
              to waive irregularities in any bid in the best interest of the City. The bid will be evaluated 
              and awarded on the basis of the best value to the City. The criteria used by the City may include,     
              but will not be limited to: ability, qualifications, timeframe, experience, price, type and amount                      
              of equipment, accessories, options, insurance, permits, licenses, other pertinent factors and    
              overall capability to meet the needs of the City. The City is sales tax exempt – Government.

Bidder agrees that the bid may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days from the actual date of the 
opening of the bid.

Submitted by: ____________________________________

Signature _______________________________________

Name and Title (Print) _____________________________

Email___________________________________________

Phone__________________________________________

Company Name (if Any) ____________________________

Address ________________________________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________

Sole proprietorship/partnership/corporation _____________

If corporation, state of corporation_____________________
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